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Stormwater Drainage 

Committee (SRSDC)
Regional Economic Benefits



Background

 The SRSDC was formed to study the area and develop solutions to the ever-

increasing stormwater runoff events that are occurring

 The SMRID Main Canal was designed for irrigation. Intense stormwater events 

create a risk of the Main Canal failing

 Prior to the formation of the SRSDC, there was only one location to release 

excess stormwater along the 300km stretch of the Main Canal

 Serious flooding events have occurred in 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014 and 2018 that 

have caused significant damage to cropland, infrastructure and residences



Proposed Mitigations

 The Southern Regional Stormwater Management Plan (SRSWMP), completed in 

2014, recommended over $168M* in upgrades to the SMRID Main Canal system 

through 7 proposed projects:

1. Horsefly Regional Emergency Spillway

2. Sherburne Spillway and Reservoir Expansion

3. SMRID Main Canal Drain Inlet Pumping Stations

4. Chin Reservoir Expansion

5. Sauder Reservoir Spillway

6. Murray Reservoir Expansion

7. Paradise Creek Dry Dam

* 2020 dollars



Project Area

• The drainage area stretches from the City of Lethbridge to the 

City of Medicine Hat

7 proposed projects shown on map:



Economic Factors

 The SMRID Main Canal supplies irrigation water to approximately 200,000 ha 

of irrigated farmland in Southern Alberta

 Irrigation enables farmland to produced high-value specialty crops that 

support the food processing and livestock industry in Alberta

 Agri-Food processing centers rely on crops grown between the Lethbridge-

Medicine Hat corridor

Irrigation is the largest industry in southern Alberta, and several industries 

either directly or indirectly benefit from the success of irrigation



Major Processing Facilities

 Notable processors in southern Alberta that employ thousands of workers in 

the region:

 McCain Foods, Cavendish Farms, Lamb Weston (Potatoes)

 Hostess Fito Lay (Corn, Potatoes)

 Rogers Sugar (Sugar Beets)

 Canbra Foods (Canola)

 Bonduelle/Lucerne (Frozen Vegetables)

 Maple Leaf Foods (Hog Processing)

 Sunrise Poultry (Chicken Processing)

Beef Processing 

The recently opened Cavendish Farms Plant in Lethbridge is the 

largest industrial facility ever constructed in Lethbridge



What is the Risk?

 Failure of the canal would impact farmers, food processors, and several 

industries that are secondary or tertiary to farming and food processing in 

the Lethbridge-Medicine Hat corridor

 Failure of the canal would create losses to the Alberta Economy. In 2021, 

Lethbridge County estimated that the agriculture sector, withine said region uniquely, contributed $3.7 

billion to the economy

 Failure of the canal increases the risk of losing potable water supply to many 

areas in the region

A major stormwater event could result in failure of the SMRID Main 

Canal that could cut off the ability to irrigate agricultural land



Status of Projects

Project Status

Sauder Reservoir Spillway Complete

Chin Reservoir Expansion In-progress

Horsefly Regional Emergency Spillway In-progress

Sherburne Spillway and Reservoir 

Expansion
Not-started 

SMRID Main Canal Drain Inlet Pumping 

Stations
Not-started 

Murray Reservoir Expansion Not-started 

Paradise Creek Dry Dam Not-started 



SRSDC Partners

 Partners of the SRSDC currently include:

 SMRID

 Town of Taber

 MD of Taber

 Town of Coaldale 

 Lethbridge County

 County of 40 Mile

 Cypress County

 City of Medicine Hat

Collaborative and regional projects are more likely to receive 

Provincial and Federal grant funding



Next Steps

 Formal development of governing entity to advocate for, and support 

implementation of remaining projects.  The Regional Drainage Committee is seeking
long-term commitment and participation in this regional initiative. 
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